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Greg  Martayan  <gregory.martayan@lacity.org> 


Fwd:  Supporting  Israel  &  Condemning  Hate  @  UCLA 

1  message 


Jazzy  Tue,  Nov  13,  2018  at  7:24  PM 

To:  aviv.kleinman@lacity.org,  gregory.martayan@lacity.org 


Sent  from  my  iPhone 
Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  Michael  Farahnik  <communications@uclahillel.org> 
Date:  November  13,  2018  a^102 8PMPST 
To:  Jasmine  Shamolian 

Subject:  Supporting  Israel  &  Condemning  Hate  @  UCLA 


A  Message  to  Campus  & 
Community  Partners 

“Zionism  is  ethnic  cleansing,  apartheid,  and  death.” 

-Students  for  Justice  in  Palestine  (SJP) 


This  Friday,  National  Students  for  Justice  in  Palestine  will  teach  its  members  that  the  only  Jewish 
state  should  “be  destroyed,  broken  down,  and  dismantled.” 

Their  conference  at  UCLA  will  feature  a  logo  of  our  cherished  mascot 
flying  a  Hamas  kite.  Their  leadership  will  promote  dangerous 
“disruption”  tactics  which  will  continue  to  try  to  force  a  wedge  between 
Jewish  students  and  other  campus  communities  based  on  the  false 
claims  about  Jewish  power  and  privilege. 

In  short,  this  conference  continues  to  feel  much  more  like  an  anti- 
Semitic  hate  test  than  it  does  a  human  rights  advocacy  effort  to  help 
Palestinians. 

At  Hillel,  we  have  approached  this  conference  with  a  sophisticated,  proven  strategy:  work  directly 
with  students.  There  are  no  more  powerful,  eloquent,  and  effective  actors  on  a  college  campus 
than  the  student  leaders  themselves. 


Dear  Jasmine, 
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Hillel  actively  coordinates  with  25+  pro-Israel  organizations,  serving  as  the  hub  for  all  off- 
campus  partners  who  want  to  empower  students  to  expose  and  combat  hate  and  offer  a 
productive  alternative  to  the  whole  campus  community. 

•  Exposing  and  combatting  is  being  done  by  courageous  Bruins  for  Israel  (BFI)  and  Students 
Supporting  Israel  (SSI)  student  leaders  who  speak  at  UC  Regent  and  Student  Government 
meetings,  file  diversity  complaints  with  UCLA’s  administration,  write  in  the  DailyBruin,  speak 
with  friends  and  allied  communities,  and  work  with  elected  officials 

•  Better  alternative  programming  efforts  feature  actual  Palestinians  and  Israelis  who  are 
working  towards  a  better  future.  We  have  hosted  Israeli-Arab  leader  Mohamed  Darawashe 
from  Givat  Haviva,  an  Imam  from  Hartman’s  Muslim  Leadership  Initiative,  and  West  Bank 
peace  activists  from  the  Roots  project,  all  of  whom  represent  NGO  efforts  by  people  living 
on  the  ground  who  are  working  towards  peace  together. 

You  can  make  NSJP  pay  a  price  for  choosing  UCLA.  Support  student-led  programming  by 

clicking  HERE  to  provide  students  the  support  they  need  to  enact  30+  programs  and 
interventions  at  UCLA  over  six  months,  touching  more  than  10,000  students,  faculty,  and 
administrators. 


Click  Here  to  Support  Our  Students 


These  programs,  in  addition  to  UCLA  specific  efforts  like  #WeTheZionists,  #ChooseLove,  and 
Bruins  for  Israel  Public  Affairs  Committee’s  dinners  with  members  of  Congress,  are  educating 
the  entire  campus  community  about  what  Zionism  really  is,  why  students  love  and  support  Israel, 
why  the  US  government  has  a  strong  strategic  relationship  with  the  Jewish  homeland,  and  how  the 
future  can  be  brighter  for  both  Israelis  and  Palestinians. 

That’s  why  our  students  won  the  2018  AIPAC  Campus  of  the  Year  Award  last  year.  It’s  why  80 
campuses  nationally  are  adopting  our  Fact  Finding  trip  to  Israel  and  the  PA.  And  it’s  why 
students  around  the  country  are  launching  variations  of  our  Israel  social  media  campaigns. 

We  need  your  help  to  raise  $100,000  of  emergency  funding  to  provide  for  additional 
programming  and  support  to  our  students.  Hillel  is  bearing  these  costs  with  full  faith  in  our 
community  that  you  will  help  us! 
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This  is  our  home.  That’s  why  we’re  working  so  hard  to  keep  students  safe  before,  during,  and 
after  the  conference.  SJP  choses  to  spew  hate.  But  ultimately,  that’s  a  losing  message  on  a 
campus  whose  motto  is  about  bringing  more  light  and  optimism  into  the  world. 

Thank  you  in  advance, 


Michael  Farahnik 
Board  Chair,  Hillel  at  UCLA 

P.S.  In  addition  to  your  gift,  you  can  get  the  word  out  among  your  community  by  sharing 
the  following: 

1)  Join  the  Bruin  community  on  Sunday,  November  18  for  an  Israel  celebration  on  Wilson  plaza, 
11:00  am  -  2:00  pm! 

2)  Encourage  high  schoolers  to  visit,  and  apply  to  UCLA  and  other  UC  schools.  Like  every  other 
top  university,  campus  climate  issues  do  flare  up  from  time  to  time  here.  Nevertheless,  students 
report  feeling  very  safe  overall  (ask  them!). 

UCLA  in  particular  is  a  great  place  to  be  a  Jewish  student.  #1  on  the  West  Coast  and  #3  in  the 
country. 

3)  Jewish  students  are  a  part  of  a  robust  coalition  network  comprised  of  25+  national  pro-Israel 
groups,  elected  officials,  major  donors,  pro-bono  attorneys,  and  strategists  who  stand  in  solidarity 
with  nearly  3,000  pro-Israel  Bruins. 

4)  We  worked  together  with  StandWithUs  to  create  this  petition.  Please  sign  it! 

5)  Contact  UCLA  administrators  directly  with  your  concerns.  Some  talking  points: 

•  Explicitly  address  SJP's  role  in  creating  a  hostile  campus  climate  for  Jewish  students  and 
address  SJP's  conference  materials  which  violate  the  State  Department's  "3D's"  definition  of 
anti-semitism:  demonization  of  Israel,  delegitimization  of  Israel,  and  applying  double 
standards  to  Israel. 

•  Demand  monitoring  of  the  conference,  specifically  for  trainings  designed  to  teach  SJP 
members  to  take  illegal  actions  or  violate  university  policy. 

•  Investigate  ways  to  force  SJP  to  open  its  registration  to  non-SJP  members. 

•  Thank  them  for  issuing  an  immediate  cease  and  desist  letter  related  to  the  appropriation  of 
Joe  Bruin  by  SJP  and  thank  the  Chancellor  specifically  for  his  OpEd  in  the  LA  Times  which 
confirms  his  opposition  to  BDS  and  support  for  robust  University  partnership  with  Israel. 

6)  While  SJP  is  loud  and  caustic,  that  actually  works  against  them.  They  are  viewed  by  the  majority 
of  students  with  suspicion,  and  are  perceived  as  angry  and  directionless.  Discourage  your  pro- 
Israel  friends  from  acting  the  same  way.  It  backfires  when  anger  turns  into  Islamophobia  or 
compels  groups  to  come  to  campus  to  yell  at  people.  Let  students  do  their  job.  They  understand 
the  culture  and  have  crafted  effective  strategies.  Let’s  lift  them  up  rather  than  undermine  them. 
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7)  Students  have  organized  a  33-point  action  plan  which  entails  extra  programming 

occurring  before,  during,  and  after  the  conference  (September  -  March).  Encourage  your  friends 

to  give  generously  to  support  our  work! 


Hillel  at  UCLA 
http://www.uclahillel.org/ 


Hillel  at  UCLA  ■  574  Hilgard  Ave,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90024,  United  States 

This  email  was  sent  to  jaz_sham@yahoo.com.  To  stop  receiving  emails,  click  here. 

You  can  also  keep  up  with  Hillel  at  UCLA  on  Facebook. 


Created  with  NationBuilder,  software  for  leaders. 
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